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The second phase of the Small Investments Fund jointly
established
by
Bakü-Tbilisi-Ceyhan
Company
Environmental Investment Programme and UNDP has
commenced as of June 2007. In the context of the Small
Investments Fund, projects that aim to share best
practices, preserve biodiversity and its sustainable use,
encourage the effective use of energy and use of
alternative energy resources and educate people in
natural resources management techniques and
innovative preservation approaches, are supported.
Through this fund, capacity is being built and new job
opportunities are being created for the local people by
encouraging their participation into projects. More >>

One of the projects that
was brought to life under
the framework of the
Small Investments Fund
was
“Encouraging
Sustainable Fishing in
Çıldır Lake”. The project
that aims to prevent the existing unrestricted fishing
also aims to bring the concept of sustainable fishing
to the region. More>>

Take usab le medicines you no
longer need to pharmacies,
which collect them for people in
need. Shop virtually on the
Internet to prevent pollution
related to transportation. Repair
things rather than throwing them
away...'

The low number of women in
Turkey's parliament has been
causing Turkey to rank among
the lowest compared to other
countries in the Gender
Empowerment
Measure
(GEM) published along with
annual
Global
Human
Development Reports. For example according to the latest
GEM Turkey ranked 72 nd out of the 75 countries. More >>

“If the current international rules continue as it is, poor
countries will start to perish in the following 30 years”.
These words were echoed by Harriet Schmidt, High
Representative for United Nations Least Developed
Countries at the “Making Globalization work for the Least
Developed Countries” Conference held on 9-10 July 2007
in Istanbul. More >>

It is a great pleasure to
be here with you in
Istanbul , my native city. I
must say it is also a
special
pleasure
to
follow His Excellency
Benjamin Mkapa. He
delivered a wonderful speech; I agree with his
message and I will try to complement it. I got the
chance to know His Excellency during the UN HighLevel
Panel
on
System-wide
Coherence
deliberations, and I dare say he has become a friend,
and he already was a mentor for many of us. More>>

These are only a few of the recommendations in a training
kit on responsible consumption prepared by the United
Nations Environment Programme and UNESCO. More >>

According to the The Millennium
Development Goals 2007 Report,
despite recent advancements in all
eight goals globally, some are
needed to be given momentum in
order to achieve them by 2015. The
2007 report released on July 2 by
the United Nations Secretariat
Department of Economic and
Social Affairs ims to provide an
update of the UN system and the
general public regarding the

www.undp.org.tr/Print.aspx?WebSayfaNo=995

In an era where almost everything is controlled and
operated by computers and digital equipment, not
everyone is benefiting from the latest information and
communication technology. But where ICT is not used as
necessary a "digital gap" occurs which is what Senior
Advisor to the United Nations Üner Kırdar's latest book
"Humanizing the Digital Age" is about. More >>

Üner
Kırdar
answered
the
questions of New Horizons
regarding
his
17th
book
“Humanizing the Digital Age”.
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general public regarding the
Millennium Development Goals.
The report plays an important role in highlighting what has
been achieved and what needs to be achieved as it is
already the halfway point for realizing the MDGs that has a
2015 target date. More >>
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New Horizons: The title of your
book is quite interesting. What
should one make out of this
title? More>>
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The second phase of the Small Investments Fund (SIF) jointly established by Bakü-Tbilisi-Ceyhan Company Environmental
Investment Programme and UNDP has commenced as of June 2007. In the context of the Small Investments Fund, projects that
aim to share best practices, preserve biodiversity and its sustainable use, encourage the effective use of energy and use of
alternative energy resources and educate people in natural resources management techniques and innovative preservation
approaches, are supported. Through this fund, capacity is being built and new job opportunities are being created for the local
people by encouraging their participation into projects.
In the context of the second phase of the Small Investments Fund, projects that non-governmental organizations, chambers,
private companies and municipalities can apply will be implemented between a 6 months to 12 months time frame and upto 7 to
10 projects will be supported. 264 thousand dollars budget has been allocated for the projects that will commnece from 2007 and
continue until the end of 2008 and 20 thousand to 50 thousand dollars will be granted per project.
Projects that are expected to be implemented in Adana (Yumurtalık), Adana (Sugözü), Kahramanmaraş (Geben and Andırın),
Erzincan (Ekşisu), Kars (Sarıkamış), Artvin (Ardanuç), Ardahan (Yalnızçam) and Osmaniye as well as in the cities on the route of
the pipeline such as Rize, Erzurum, Gümüşhane, Bayburt, Sivas, Kayseri and Hatay will include the fields of converting animal
waste into biogas, stucture isolation using recycled materials, energy architecture, ecologic enterprises and ecotourism. In this
context, the informatory meetings held on 18-29 June 2007 in these regions, received substantial attention from non-governmental
organizations and local administrations.
In the context of the Small Investments Fund that was initiated through the inspiration of Global Environment Fund (GEF) that has
been working on the implementation of nature preservation programmes in Turkey with UNDP for the last 10 years, 8 projects with
a budget of 325 thousand dollars were supported in the first phase during September 2004 and February 2007.

Sustainable Fishing Concept is extending to Çıldır
One of the projects that was brought to life under the framework of the Small Investments Fund was “Encouraging Sustainable
Fishing in Çıldır Lake”. The project that aims to prevent the existing unrestricted fishing also aims to bring the concept of
sustainable fishing to the region.
The Çıldır Lake located between the cities of Kars and Ardahan is the second largest fresh water lake of Eastern Anatolia and is
the homeland to a special kind of carp (Cyprinus carpio). However, the lake that most of the local public makes a living of is not
enabling this special kind of fish to continue its existence anymore due to the shrinking of reedy areas caused by the outgoing
tides in dry seasons and due to unrestricting fishing.
Therefore, trainings were given to local administrations on conscious fishing and making the local public more conscious,
teaching hunting monitoring techniques for fishermen, use of appropriate hunting equipment such as using the correct type of
nets, and in general encouraging a sustainable concept of fishing. Moreover, fishermen were given trainings on hunting seasons,
ovulating seasons, fertility of eggs, pollution linked with industrial, domestic and agricultural wastes, the wrong use of water and
wrong hunting techniques and they were warned on what could be expected if fishermen do not abide by the hunting restrictions. In
this context, it was decided that Atatürk University will from now on take over the monitoring of Çıldır Lake's ecosystem.
The project that was implemented during 15 April – 15 December 2006 had a budget of 12 thousand 370 dollars and its
implementing agency was Preserving and Improving the Çıldır Lake Association.
Please click here to receive detailed information on the second phase of the BTC Small Investments Fund projects.
The call for project proposals that can be implemented under the framework of the Small Investments Fund were made on 4 June
2007 and the deadline for applications is 13 August 2007. To read the call for proposals and application guidelines, please click
here.
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The low number of women in Turkey's parliament has been causing Turkey to rank among the lowest compared to other countries
in the Gender Empowerment Measure (GEM) published along with annual Global Human Development Reports. For example
according to the latest GEM Turkey ranked 72 nd out of the 75 countries. However, the number of women in the Turkish parliament
was doubled following the general election held on 22 July 2007 . Despite the 100% increase, which would probably affect Turkey
's place on the GEM in the coming years, the increase in numbers (from 24 to 50) is still not significant statistically at a parliament
with 550 seats. ( Please click for the statistical table: Women and 2007 General Election Results )
Women's organizations had been disappointed at the time when the official candidate lists announced due to political parties did
not place enough women to the their elections' lists in addition to the fact that the rankings of women at the party lists have been far
low than expected by the women's movement in Turkey.
Association for Supporting and Training Women Candidates (KA-DER) stated that the results of the Elections on the side of
women is still far from giving a mass voice to the women in the arena of politics while welcoming the women of the new
parliament.
The public perception survey, aimed at determining the public's approach to women's involvement in politics in Turkey conducted
as part of project entitled "Women in Politics" which is being jointly carried out by the United Nations Development Programme and
Association of Supporting and Educating Women Candidates Ankara, released in November 2006 indicated positive tendencies of
the society towards more participation of women in politics. The survey results have sent important messages to the legislators
and leaders of political parties on the urgency of moving in the direction of enhancing women's participation in politics.
LOCAL AGENDA 21 WOMEN HAVE BEEN PURSUING THE RIGHT OF TURKEY'S WOMEN TO BE ELECTED
Local Agenda 21 Women Councils which have been active at over 40 cities of Turkey, have also been working on the theme of
“Women in Politics” nationwide with the support of UNDP, for the years of 2006-2007. They have raised their voice from all over
Turkey to the nation calling political parties to be women friendly at the preparation stage of the election lists. By believing women's
existence at decision-making levels for all policy areas is a requisite of democracy and by demanding women to have their place at
the national assembly with equal participation and in a participatory approach that would lead women's perspective to affect policy
making, they have been desicive in sending their messages to the political decision-makers. Their slogans stating their main
demands were:
Towards democratic politics together with women…
Let democracy and politics exist with women!
So, let a woman occupy one of the first two ranks in your list!
We, women, want to exercise our right to be elected equally in our country where half of the society is not sufficiently
represented at the decision-taking mechanisms/bodies.
(Please click for LA 21 Women Councils' national proclamation text)
LA 21 Women have been a channel for women to participate at city level decision making besides continuosly coming up with
incentive policies for women's active participation at local and national decision-making. In this context awareness raising
activities and campaigns both at national and international level are being realized.
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Take usab le medicines you no longer need to pharmacies, which collect them for people in need. Shop virtually on the Internet to
prevent pollution related to transportation. Repair things rather than throwing them away...'
These are only a few of the recommendations in a training kit on responsible consumption prepared by the United Nations
Environment Programme (UNEP) and UNESCO.
UNEP Division of Technology, Industry and Economics, and UNESCO Division for the Promotion of Quality Education came
together with the support of Media, Ecology and Technology Association (META) in 2002 to produce the training kit, given the fact
that half of the world's population consists of youth who play an important role in future consumption patterns. The youth consumer
attitudes of today will shape consumption patterns in the future which is why it is important to raise awareness among people for
the benefit of future generations as well as the Earth itself.
The training kit that is more in the form of a guide for youth carries forward very interesting recommendations for responsible
consumption and environmental sustainability from diets, to transportation and from tourism to energy. It has creative and
interesting ideas, along with the more common recommendations of sharing cars, using public transportation or walking where
appropriate to reduce pollution...
Here is a summary of the guide for youth:
“Towards Sustainable Lifestyles Training Kit on Responsible Consumption” UNESCO - UNEP, 2002
It has been estimated that if the rest of the world were to consume like the developed world, we would need the equivalent of 4
extra Earths.
Young people today constitute an important group within our consumer societies, and the habit they develop now will play a
decisive role in future consumption patterns. Therefore, they deserve special attention in efforts to change our wasteful
consumption patterns into ones that are more attuned to sustainable development.
The world's population is expected to increase by 50% by 2050 bringing the grand total of people on this planet to some 9 billion.
Half the world's population is under 20 years old and 90% of all young people live in developing countries. Youth is a critical
stakeholder in the global economy and will be the main actor and motor for change in the near future.
We should look at what and how we produce and consume. But in order to do so without too much cost, we - as consumers need:
clear information;
accessible sustainable products & services;
adequate infrastructures.
At the moment, estimates show that our planet is losing an area of fertile land about the size of Ireland every year as a result of
overgrazing and deforestation. The more we damage the environment, the more we put future generations and ourselves at risk.
Figures from the WORLD WILDLIFE FUND (WWF) show that the average world citizen requires 2.3 hectares (one hectare is equal
to the size of a soccer field) to produce what he consumes every year and then to have a place to dump what's left over. That's 40%
more than is sustainable.
Putting priorities into perspective…
• Basic education for all ($6 billion) versus cosmetics in the U.S. ($8 billion)
• Water and sanitation for all ($9 billion) versus ice cream in Europe ($11 billion)
• Basic health and nutrition ($13 billion) versus pet foods in Europe and USA ($17 billion)
• Reproductive health for all women ($12 billion) versus perfumes in Europe and
the USA ($12 billion) (Human Development Report 1998, “Consumption for human
development” [www.undp.org/ hdro/1998/98]
The world's 20% richest people consume nearly 75% of the planet's natural resources. The USA makes up 6% of the planet's
population but consumes a staggering 30% of its resources. The wealth of the world's 225 richest individuals equals the annual
income of the bottom 47% of the world's population, or 2.5 billion people. Unequal distribution of food is the main reason why there
are 800 million undernourished people in the world today.
Eat and drink as healthily as you can:
www.undp.org.tr/Print.aspx?WebSayfaNo=998
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• Avoid GM (genetically modified) foods (until their full impact is known) and intensively farmed meat.
Avoid non-seasonal food, imported from far away countries.
Let your supermarket know you want labels that inform you about the food you eat.
Only take dietary supplements if you really feel you need them. Choose ones made from natural ingredients rather than
chemical imitations.
Learn about ‘E numbers' that artificially colour and flavour foods.
Eating chicken instead of beef means 15 times less environmental damage per serving. One person following a meat-free diet
prevents more than 4,000 m2 of trees being destroyed per year.
Reduce use of chemicals:
Inform yourself about cleaning products, toiletries and cosmetics, what they contain, and what they do to you and the
environment.
Use eco-friendly, cruelty-free (not tested on animals) products whenever possible, and always use the minimum amount
(in general a little bit less than recommended).
Think carefully about how often you need to wash your clothes. Avoid dry-cleaning clothes, as the fluids used often contain
highly polluting chemicals.
If you must use pesticides, use the least harmful ones.
When you visit your doctor, always ask whether the remedy being prescribed is the mildest that might work effectively.
Sort out your medicine cabinet and take all the medicines, which are out of date back to your chemist for disposal. Take
usable ones you no longer need to pharmacies, which collect them for people in need.
By 2005, for the first time in history, more people will live in towns and cities than in the countryside. Unfortunately, air pollution has
become one of the defining features of city life. Air pollution has led to a sharp increase in the number of people suffering from
asthma and allergies in cities. In extreme cases asthma sufferers often have no choice but to stay indoors when smog levels are
high.
An effort to clean up the air:
If you have a choice, walk through a park rather than along a main road.
Stop or cut down on smoking.
Remember to exercise regularly; you can't store up fitness for your old age.
Short journeys add to pollution levels: a 5km (about 3-mile) car journey made by car emits 10 times more carbon dioxide per
passenger than a bus and 25 times more than a train.
Avoid congestion, polluted air, noise:
Walk, cycle or roller-blade. Bicycles are the most energy-efficient means of transportation - 80% of the rider's energy is
transformed into motion. It's fast and it will get you fit!
Car share/car pool whenever you can. Car sharing enables several people to use one car, a car pool puts one or more car
at the disposal of a group of people who organise themselves to share the car. Both alternatives reduce road traffic, save
petrol and cut pollution levels, energy use per passenger and car disposal costs.
Alternatively, if you only need a car periodically, hire it.
Public Transport. Trains and buses are generally the greener options as they carry more people and pollute less and use
less energy per passenger.
Buy ‘green' motor vehicles and maintain them well. Before you buy, check on your car, scooter, or bike's energy efficiency,
pollution performance, ability to take unleaded petrol and life expectancy.
Drive carefully. Avoid sudden acceleration and braking. Aggressive driving leads to considerably higher fuel consumption
and more pollution. Switch motor off if waiting longer than 30 seconds. Do not wait too long before changing gears.
Tourism has a huge impact on our planet and is the world's largest industry. According to the World Tourism Organisation, global
international arrivals will reach almost 1 billion by 2010 (500 million in 1993).
Reduce impact as tourists:
Choose travel options which produce the greatest benefit for the host population.
Bargaining for lower prices when purchasing tickets and souvenirs may mean exploitation.
Save precious natural resources. Don't waste water and energy. Avoid using pollutants such as detergents in streams or
springs.
Remove litter. Burn or bury paper and separate all non-degradable litter.
Plants should be left to flourish in their natural environment. Taking cuttings, seeds and roots is illegal in many parts of the
world.
Support local trade and crafts-people. Buy locally made souvenirs where possible.
Respect land rights. When on tribal lands, tourists should behave as they would on private property.
Try and read about the country you are visiting - it will help you to respect the local culture and open doors for you. In many
countries, loose and lightweight clothes are preferable to revealing ones. Similarly, kissing in public is often culturally
inappropriate.
In recent years there has been a dramatic increase in waste production. On average, every person living in a developed country
throws away 1kg of rubbish every day. This average does not mean equal distribution in waste production/disposal. Europeans, for
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throws away 1kg of rubbish every day. This average does not mean equal distribution in waste production/disposal. Europeans, for
example, each year generate around 2,000 million tonnes of waste. Over 40 million tonnes of this is classified as hazardous. Over
the last six years, the amount of waste generated has grown by 10% a year.
We have to find long-term ways of preventing waste for two basic, yet crucial, reasons:
the more waste, the more potential pollution;
garbage is full of materials that can be reused and recycled - less waste, more money!
Nearly 113 billion cups, 39 billion eating utensils and 29 billion plates are used and discarded in the USA every year - and half of
them are made of plastic. India generates a total of 4.5 million tonnes of plastic waste. The offending substance is usually
polyethylene (what plastic bags are made of) and takes up to 100 years to decompose.
Use less and redesign products (ecodesign; designing products using a ‘circular approach' - which is known as ‘cradle-to-grave' taking into account their entire lifecycle from creation through use to disposal) to minimise and prevent waste:
Utilise materials, energy and other resources more efficiently.
Choose materials that don't come from endangered ecosystems.
Design to prevent pollution and waste.
Select recycled/recyclable materials and energy saving technologies.
Optimise a product's life: make it easy to use, maintain, update, reuse, recycle or re-manufacture.
Keep it simple! - Use fewer materials/components and allow easy disassembly and recycling.
Improve transport logistics.
Avoid potential health risks. - Use safe, non-toxic materials.
Respect human rights (avoid sweatshops and child labour).
Repairing, reusing and recycling need to become second nature to us in commercial and daily life. This will help to minimise and
prevent further environmental damage; avoid unnecessary use of our natural resources; conserve energy and bring down pollution
levels. For every ton of paper recycled, 17 trees and 21.000 litres of water are saved. In addition, air pollution is reduced by 30kg
and landfill waste by 2.3m3. Recycling can also play a major role in reducing solid waste by using it to manufacturing new
products.
Reduce the amount of waste we produce in our everyday lives.
Remember the 5 R's of recycling:
Refuse unnecessary packaging and encourage manufacturers to stop over-packaging their products.
Return bottles and refillable containers whenever you can; buy returnable bottles if possible.
Reuse and refill as much as you can. Items such as envelopes, bottles and plastic bags can all be reused. Take unwanted
clothes to a charity shop - not only are you recycling but someone else will appreciate and benefit from them.
Repair things rather than throw them away.
Recycle paper, cans and bottles by taking them to your local recycling centre. Compost household waste.
Global energy use has risen by almost 70% during the last 30 years. Energy use is predicted to increase by 2% every year for the
next 15 years. The amount of oil consumed worldwide in a single year took nature a million years to create. It is estimated that oil
reserves could run out in 60 years.
We need alternative, renewable energy sources.
Space and water heating together account for 75% of a household's fuel bill. Rising energy costs should make us increasingly
energy aware.
Save energy in the home:
• Turn it off! A TV set on standby can still use 1/4 of the energy it uses when it's on.
• Buy energy-efficient, compact fluorescent light-bulbs . Switch off lights in empty rooms.
• Turn down the thermostat by a few degrees. If you feel cold put on another layer instead of turning up the central heating.
Don't use more hot water than you need – take showers or share baths.
Connect appliances to the mains whenever possible. Discarded batteries are highly polluting. If you need to use batteries,
make sure they are rechargeable ones.
Draught-proof doors and windows .
Make sure old household appliances are replaced by energy efficient ones.
Global warming. Over the last 100 years, average global temperatures have increased by around 1/2 C°. Scientists believe the
planet is getting warmer because humans, with their millions of factories and cars, are pumping more ‘greenhouse gases' carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide and fluorinated gases - into the atmosphere than ever before. The INTERGOVERNMENTAL
PANEL ON CLIMATE CHANGE (IPCC) has estimated that global average surface temperatures will rise up to 5.8°C by the end of
this century if no action is taken. This temperature increase could trigger serious consequences for humanity and other life forms
alike, including a rise in sea levels of an estimated 90 cm over the period that could food coastal areas and small islands, and
greater frequency and severity of extreme weather events. The Kyoto Protocol is the industrialised countries' commitment (except
US) to reduce CO2 emissions by 5% (compared to 1990 level) by 2012.
In 1985, scientists found a hole in the ozone layer. This hole lies above Antarctica and is growing all the time. If ozone destroying
substances were all banned tomorrow, it would take 40 years for the ozone layer to heal.
www.undp.org.tr/Print.aspx?WebSayfaNo=998
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Doing my bit to control climate change and ozone depletion:
• Stop using aerosols (sprays). Although they no longer contain CFCs, they do contain other polluting chemicals and can't be
recycled.
• Ensure that any new fridge contains reduced levels of CFCs or even better, none. Don't just dump your old fridge. Call the
manufacturer and ask them to remove the old CFCs from it. These can (and should) be recycled!
• Cut down on car/motor vehicle use. Cars are the single biggest source of excess CO2 and produce other greenhouse gases.
You can do without food for about 1 month, but only 5-7 days without water.
Less than 1% of the world's water is available for drinking and other purposes, including agriculture and industry. This supply
comes from rivers, dams and ground-water sources. A huge proportion of the earth's population - 2 billion people - have no
access to safe drinking water. Over 4 billion people worldwide have no running water at home. In some parts of Africa , women and
children carry up to 20 litres of water, often for over 5 hours, from their nearest water supplies. While in industrialised countries, the
average urban home of 4.6 people use 640 litres of water per day.
Save water:
• Have a shower, not a bath. On average, a bath uses twice as much water as a shower.
• When replacing toilets and washing machines, ask for models with low water-use.
• Wash clothes less often. Sometimes clothes are not really dirty, they just need airing or freshening up. Your clothes will last
longer too.
• Don't flush but throw away your tampons, sanitary towels, nappies (diapers) and condoms, especially if you live in an area where
sewage is pumped untreated into the sea. Think about that next time you go for a swim.
• Never pour household chemicals (such as oil, turpentine and paint remover) down the drain.
Not buying anything is unrealistic, but stopping excess buying is essential. Countless items that end up in the shops and in our
homes, are produced in the developing world because multinationals find that labour is often much cheaper there.
Shop ethically:
• Choose goods made/distributed by manufacturers and retailers with clear ethical policies and related codes of conduct.
• Keep your favourite brands under continuous scrutiny; contact your local consumer group to find out more about them. Join web
campaigns to improve manufacturing employment practices.
• Avoid product and services offered by companies that support oppressive regimes.
• Boycott producers who underpay their workers or use slave labour, or whose suppliers support slavery.
• Whenever possible, choose products/services labelled ‘NO child labour'.
• If possible, choose products/services labelled ‘NO animal testing'.
• Boycott products/services that use misleading or offensive claims.
• Exchange information and experiences about ethics and goods with other consumers.
The treatment of animals (bred for consumption and in captivity) and the question of biodiversity and preserving nature's balance
are separate but related issues. Humans share this planet with at least 15 million other species. Species are disappearing at an
alarming rate. The current rate of extinction is unclear, but scientists put it at between 1,000 and 10,000 times more than it would
be without uncontrolled industrial development. Nearly 30% of all medicines found in pharmacies have been developed from wild
plants and animals.

Decide how to spend your money, choose eco-friendly and more sustainable brands and send a strong message to
supermarkets and retailers:
• Think before you buy. Think about what you need, not what you want.
• Read the labels: if they don't give you enough clear information, don't be afraid to ask.
• Select eco-labelled and ethical-labelled products and services.
• When possible, buy locally produced and seasonal goods.
• Choose products containing significant percentages of recycled materials or re-manufactured components or that are easily
disposable and/or recyclable.
• Buy direct. If you have access to the Internet, shop ‘virtually' whenever possible and cut down on transport and transport-linked
pollution. If used intelligently, the Internet can contribute to more sustainable consumption.
www.undp.org.tr/Print.aspx?WebSayfaNo=998
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Young people today often live in a media-rich environment, experiencing an unprecedented food of images and data from many
different sources. Media literacy helps people develop a critical understanding of the mass media, the techniques used by media
professionals, and their impact. Moreover, it can help young people react against the pervasive media influence on their
consumption patterns and desires. We don't have to sit back and accept all the messages the media (especially advertising) feed
us. We can ‘talk back' and voice our opinions. Deluged by media images of skinny role models, girls are being persuaded that
thinness is the key to love and acceptability. Girls are now becoming weight conscious as young as eight years old; 80% of nine
year olds are on diets. Eating disorders have increased 400% since 1970, 20% of college girls have anorexia and self-destructive
behaviour among high school girls has reached epidemic proportions.
To read the full version of the training kit please click here
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“If the current international rules continue as it is, poor countries will start to perish in the following 30 years”. These words were
echoed by Harriet Schmidt, High Representative for United Nations Least Developed Countries (LDCs) at the “Making
Globalization work for the Least Developed Countries” Conference held on 9-10 July 2007 in Istanbul.
Ministerial and senior officials from 50 LDCs came together in Istanbul to exchange views and develop strategies for integrating
the poorest nations into world economy. Main topics discussed were trade and investment – in order to gain advantage in world
trade and to draw more foreign investments – energy, technology and agriculture.
During the conference leaders highlighted that although least developed countries are the ones who benefit the least from the
advantages of globalization, they are also the ones that feel the most negative effects. Harriet Schmidt, High Representative for
United Nations Least Developed Countries stated that LDCs form 12% of the world population but only receive 2% of foreign
investment. Schmidt stated that these countries are left behind the walls and added that migration policies that are not established
well enough causes qualified labour force to migrate to richer countries.
Among other participants were UNDP Administrator Kemal Derviş, Turkish Foreign Minister Abdullah Gül, Turkish State Minister
Kürşad Tüzmen, President of Union of Chambers and Commodity Exchanges of Turkey (TOBB) and the Foreign Economic
Relations Board (DEİK) Rıfat Hisarcıklıoğlu, President of the 61st Session of the United Nations General Assembly Haya Rashed
Al Khalifa and Deputy Director General of the World Trade Organization Valentine Rugbawiza.
Defining the situation of LDCs, UNDP Administrator Kemal Derviş stated that as international rules do not support the
development of LDCs, these countries can not reflect their weight and their voices and can not realize many necessary reforms
because they can not cooperate. Derviş added that it was very important for LDCs to cooperate with international private sectors in
particular as the private sector would be the engine of growth and said that there was no reason for 2 billion people to live in
poverty when there are enough technological developments and resources to help them. Adding on to the words of TOBB
President Rıfat Hisarcıklıoğlu that Turkey is substantially increasing its humanitarian and development aid to LDCs every year,
State Minister Kürşad Tüzmen stated that Turkey's trade with least developed countries increased to 2 billion dollars in the last 4
years and that the total trade volume with African countries rose from 5.5 billion dollars to 11.8 billion dollars and that Turkey feels
a sense of responsibility for these countries.
Derviş emphasized that by hosting this conference in Istanbul, Turkey proves that it is already a “world citizen” and is determined to
maintain its aids.
Part of the suggestions made during the conference were a need to mobilize resources, establishing a trade system that
encourages development, building capacity to compete in world markets, establishing national development strategies taking into
consideration each country's background, coordinating and negotiating mechanisms in order to tackle climate change and a need
for a human rights based approach to development. The conference was jointly organized by UNDP and the United Nations Office
of the High Representative for the Least Developed Countries, Landlocked Developing Countries and Small Island Developing
States (OHRLLS)
KEMAL DERVİŞ: "LDCs MUST HAVE A STRONGER VOICE"
UNDP Administrator Kemal Derviş addressed the Least Developed Countried Conference in İstanbul. His speech is as follows:l
It is a great pleasure to be here with you in Istanbul , my native city. I must say it is also a special pleasure to follow His Excellency
Benjamin Mkapa. He delivered a wonderful speech; I agree with his message and I will try to complement it. I got the chance to
know His Excellency during the UN High-Level Panel on System-wide Coherence deliberations, and I dare say he has become a
friend, and he already was a mentor for many of us.
I. Voice, Participation, and Power of the LDCs
The first message that I do want to reinforce is the need for voice, participation and power: the Least Developed Countries (LDCs)
must have a stronger voice and must participate more in an overall reform of the international architecture, the international
governance system, within the United Nations and more broadly. Without that voice and without that participation, many of the
reforms and many of the paths we are trying to find cannot be realised. We do live in a world where of course problems are always
local and citizens feel them locally. But the international system constrains and determines a lot of things and unless the LDCs
have that voice, unless they have their weight in the international institutions, unless they can cooperate and coordinate among
themselves to express that voice, I think many of these reforms will not take place. There will be a lot of talk, as President Mkapa
said, but not much action. So I do hope that this conference and other meetings of this sort mean that you will work more closely
with each other and also with us your partners in the United Nations system to develop that new architecture and to make sure that
the needs of the citizens of LDCs are really felt in the international institutions.
II. Resource mobilization
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II. Resource mobilization
The second point I would like to make is the importance, still, of resource mobilization. A lot of promises are made at summits
such as the G8, 2005 World Summit and other summits, and there has been some progress I must say since the late 1990s. But
that progress is now slowing down in terms of aid flows going to LDCs and in fact to development in general. As you probably
know, the numbers published by the OECD-DAC for 2006 show an actual decline for 2005 and the projections of ODA for 2007 are
that there will be another decline. So, far from the accelerated increase that the messages that the G8 summits and elsewhere
were giving us, we are actually seeing a small decline. Now of course the numbers are complicated: debt relief is part of it, and
debt relief is accounted differently in different countries, so one has to be careful in the way we judge them, but overall the situation
is not good and we need to redouble our efforts at the United Nations and elsewhere.
President Mkapa rightly underlined that if the debt relief given through the multilateral development banks is not replaced by new
resources which will allow these banks to lend and provide new grants for development, then in fact debt relief would lead in the
long-term to a decrease in resources in development, rather than an increase.
III. Trade and development
The third topic which is important is trade and development. The Deputy Secretary-General of the World Trade Organisation, Ms.
Valentine Rugbawiza, is here with us and gave us her message: trade remains extremely important. A trade system that truly
encourages development, that truly gives developing countries and LDCs in particular, not only access to world markets but the
capacity to compete, is I think critical in the development agenda. Here too, progress has been very slow, if not nil. We are at a
critical stage, we hope still that there will be a breakthrough that will truly take into account the need of the LDCs, but unfortunately
success is very far from assured. It is frustrating for all of us who are interested in development, to see those who preach free
trade and liberal markets sometimes take the most drastic protectionist measures in rich countries, measures that completely
falsify the workings of markets and cut down the opportunities for developing markets; and it happens again and again.
IV. Policy space
The fourth message that I would like to give is about policy space. After decades of studies and research in development, it is quite
clear that there is no one truth, no one single model that works for everyone. Countries are different by their geography, by their
history, by the structure of their economies, by their assets, their locations; therefore it is absolutely necessary that each country,
looking at their own particular circumstances, chooses a path to development that reflects the needs and the necessities of that
particular country. Of course, in choosing that path, in choosing that strategy, it is very important to look at international experience
and I think that organizations such as mine, the United Nations Development Programme, can bring a lot of the experience to bear,
and share with our development partners what has worked, what has not worked; we can analyze the reasons of failure and of
success and in choosing the national development strategy in each country, these experiences are invaluable. But then taking all
that into account, I think that each county - the citizens in each country and societies in each country- have to choose their own path,
and have to be free to do so, free to choose it in a way that it is truly a national path and truly a national strategy.
V. Migration and development
A fifth point I would like to make, and we haven't talked about it too much this morning, is migration. Migration is part of
globalization; just as capital flows impact on all economies, human migration impacts on all economies. And here too it is very
important that the international community as a whole gets together and looks at issues relating to migration and development. I
do not think it is acceptable – it is understandable – but it is not acceptable that each country sets migration policies entirely in its
own interests. When rich countries decide on migration policies, on their acceptance of migrants from abroad, they have to take
into account the broader picture: the trade picture, the skills picture and the needs of developing countries. This is far from being
done; migration is viewed purely from a rich country perspective when the debates and laws take place. It is important that
developing countries bring their analysis, their interests, and their way of looking at it, to bear on the international discussions.
Migration can of course benefit all: migrants can improve their lot; they can relieve labour market pressures in poorer countries, but
is very important that some of them come home after acquiring skills, and that the flows of migration are regulated with incentives
and with policies that allow migrants who have acquired high skills to come home. It is also important that the human rights of
migrants are respected all over the world, and that there is a code of conduct that we can all support.
VI. Climate change and development
In terms of some of the policy issues, I do believe that climate change is now becoming one of the topics of this first part of the
21st Century. It is no longer a question mark scientifically: climate change is happening – slowly - but it is happening. It is slow, but
it is accelerating, and I don't think we can deny that it does represent a major challenge to the human community. It is also now
established that human economic activity - the emission of heat trapping gases - is a cause of climate change. As you know,
some years ago there was a debate on this within the scientific community; some denied that there was a link between carbon
emissions and what was happening with the climate. Today, 95 per cent of scientists agree that there is indeed such a link, and
that the large carbon emissions that have occurred in the past – the so-called carbon debt that rich countries have to the world
community, about 70 per cent of the total carbon in the atmosphere – represents a real challenge for the future. It is also true that,
of course, much is being added to the carbon stock and therefore an overall multilateral approach is required to deal with this
problem.
The LDCs are unfortunately in a situation where they have not been contributing to the past problem; they are in no way
responsible for the carbon debt that exists in the atmosphere, perhaps only very marginally and they are not even contributing to it
very much today and yet the climate projections show that it will be many LDCs who will be most affected, and affected within our
lifetimes – not a hundred years from now – by some of the effects of climate change. So it is an issue that we have to focus on.
LDCs have to create coordinating and negotiating mechanisms so that they bring their weight to bear also on this discussion.
VII. The United Nations development family and LDCs
In terms of the United Nations development family, all the organizations, not just UNDP, are, I think, your organizations and we
want to work very closely with you. Of course, we are working with rich countries, with middle income countries, and in that context I
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want to work very closely with you. Of course, we are working with rich countries, with middle income countries, and in that context I
think our biggest contribution is to bring the facts to bear, to have the analysis, and to try to generate compromise solutions that will
be favourable to development and that will be in line with the basic values of the United Nations.
Here let me end on two notes, and again I have to agree with His Excellency Benjamin Mkapa, coming after him is not easy
because his message is so strong. I do believe that the fundamental values of the United Nations, of the UN Charter, of human
rights, are fundamental human values to which we have all subscribed. It does not mean that one system has to resemble the
other, or that social or political systems should be imported wholesale from developed countries. But I do believe that it is
important for all countries – developing countries, low-income countries – to strongly support a human rights based approach to
development that puts the human being and human development – the woman, the child, the man- at the centre of our concerns. I
do not believe that any compromise on that helps the cause of developing countries. I think that developing countries must say very
loudly that we are as committed to human rights as developed countries, or as anyone else in the world. I do want to underline
this. Everywhere there remains human rights problems; we have to build our capacities to deal with it, all these problems cannot
be solved overnight, but the message should be: we want to solve them, we want to advance them, and we want to put human
beings at the centre of development.
VIII. Partnerships between Middle Income Countries and LDCs
Finally, my last message today is that I think it is very important that there is a strong partnership between Middle Income Countries
and LDCs. There is much that has happened in Middle Income Countries – in Asia, in Latin America and indeed, in my own
country Turkey - much that went well, much that didn't go so well; there is a lot of experience. Sharing those experiences between
Middle Income Countries and LDCS is, I think, extremely important. Often the problems of a middle income country are closer to
the challenges that an LDC faces than the problems in a very advanced country. So conferences such as these that bring together
Middle Income Countries with LDCs, have special significance. I am, therefore, particularly happy to be here with you, and I would
also like to thank the Government of Turkey for organising this event.
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According to the The Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) 2007 Report, despite recent advancements in all eight goals globally,
some are needed to be given momentum in order to achieve them by 2015. The 2007 report released on July 2 by the United
Nations Secretariat Department of Economic and Social Affairs aims to provide an update of the UN system and the general public
regarding the Millennium Development Goals that were agreed in 2000 by all UN Member States. The report plays an important
role in highlighting what has been achieved and what needs to be achieved as it is already the halfway point for realizing the MDGs
that has a 2015 target date.
Although there is still much to be done, the report underlines the fact that there has been development in certain indicators such as
poverty, health and education. Unfortunately these developments are not spread evenly across the globe. Africa for example has
benefited the least regarding the goals.
The report shows that while there is substantial progress in certain goals such as achieving universal primary education, enrolment to primary education has increased to 88% in 2005 – and promoting gender equality and empowering women, other
progresses are still slow. The lack of employment opportunities for young people, gender inequalities, rapid and unplanned
urbanization, deforestation, increasing water scarcity and high rates of HIV are still obstacles faced by all communities. Achieving
MDGs in countries that are in a situation of conflict or post conflict needs even more effort as it is more difficult to make long-term
strategies for these countries. However as the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-Moon states: “We will have time to reach the
Millenium Development Goals – worldwide and in most, or even all – but only if we break with business as usual. We cannot win
overnight. Success will require sustained action across the entire decade between now and the deadline. Nothing less will help to
achieve the Goals”.
In addition to showing disparities among countries by using statistical information, the Millenium Development Goals 2007 Report
also makes recommendations. The report underlines the importance for political leaders to take urgent action and apply inclusive
sound governance, increased public investment and capacity. Comprehensive national strategies and mobilizing resources are
also needed in this regard. The report reiterates that all governments need to double their efforts in implementing strong
leadership policies and strategies and that financial and technical support needs to be made available with the support of the
international community.
The report uses wide sets of data gathered by a large number of international organizations as well as other UN agencies in
illustrating comprehensive global assessment.
Please click here to read the full report.
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In an era where almost everything is controlled and operated by computers and digital equipment, not everyone is benefiting from
the latest information and communication technology (ICT). Today the use of ICT is seen as a parameter for development as it
helps to enhance many services that a State offers such as education and health. But where ICT is not used as necessary a
“digital gap” occurs which is what Senior Advisor to the United Nations Üner Kırdar's latest book “Humanizing the Digital Age” is
about.
“Humanizing the Digital Age” edited by Üner Kırdar is really a comprehensive compilation of declarations submitted to the “Impact
of the Information Revolution on Global Developement: How to Humanize the Digital Age” conference organised last may in Kadir
Has University in Istanbul and incorporates various authors from different backgrounds dealing with ICT with each of them
focusing on the impacts of the information revolution from different perspectives whether it be in terms of emerging market
economies or human development. Although the book is written by different authors, it was published as a “UN publication” with
the joint efforts of UN Global Alliance for Information and Communications Technologies for Development, UNDP Special Unit for
South-South Cooperation (SU/SSC), Kadir Has University, Istanbul-Turkey, Fordham University, New York – USA and ESADE
University, Barcelona-Spain.
Commenting on the book, Üner Kırdar stated that the key to success in the information age is to invest in people thus carrying
them to the level of the information age, and that it is very important to place human at the centre of the information age. Kırdar
added that the number of people using internet and accessing information had to increase all over the world.
Üner Kırdar answered the questions of New Horizons regarding his 17th book “Humanizing the Digital Age”.
New Horizons: The title of your book is quite interesting. What should one make out of this title?
Üner Kırdar: We wanted to highlight the importance of the existing irony by contrasting “digital era” and “human”. Ofcourse in the
scope and aim of the book we could have also chosen to use “The Impact of Information Age to Human Development”.
NH: How did you decide to write this book?
ÜK: Since the 1980s I have published 15 books that study and examine the relation between “development” and “human” and I
have organized various “round table” meetings and conferences. Through the contribution and outcomes of all these events the
meaning and the importance of today's “human development” was defined. But the world is going through a new evolution since
the last 10-15 years: “Digital Age” technologies... The importance of the role these technologies play or will be playing was first
determined at a round table meeting 22 years ago with the theme “The Human Dimension of Development” in 1985 in İstanbul.
Since then these technologies have genuinely become a revolution in the context of human development. The countries that
benefited from these technologies and place “human” at the focal point of its development, gained effective and clear outcomes.
As an example we can show Ireland, Finland, Sweden and Iceland in Europe; Republic of South Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan and
Singapore in South Asia and India and China in the last 5 years. Last year we organized a conference on this issue hosted by
Kadir Has University in Istanbul. This book reflects the findings of that conference.
NH: How would you define the point of view and outcomes of this book?
ÜK: The book explores how much power and benefit the countries using the “Information Age” can gain and exhibits how countries
that are left outside this revolution can fall behind. The key to success, development and power in our globalizing world is
dependent on people equipped with information and communication technologies to have efficiency and creative and competitive
qualities. Countries that invest on a human's education and health, on his reseacher skills and life-long renewal of information will
be lucrative both in terms of its individuals and as a society.
NH: Where do we stand today in the context of “human development”?
ÜK: The aim of our studies in the 80s was to prove that it is a necessity to always place “human” at the focal point of every problem
and that “human” is not only the “means” of development but rather the “aim”. Because until the 1980s “humans” were just seen
as an auxiliary resource in development economy. Through our works and “Human Development Reports” the importance of
development with a human dimension started to be understood. With the new information technologies revolution, the success of
such a development model was better understood and proven. The reason for this is that the revolution in information and
communications effected human dimensional development in three areas:
• it strengthened the importance of human education, information, experience, creativity, entrepreneurship and competitiveness.
• it increased the efficiency of humans who are the sources of economic development and
• provided broad and lucrative labour force with less investment
These new technologies, paved the way for an efficient new “services sector” based on human information and abilities to be
created. This new sector constitutes 65% of the world's total national product and is the source for new employment opportunities.
www.undp.org.tr/Print.aspx?WebSayfaNo=1009

1/2

20 02 2013

www.undp.org.tr/Print.aspx?WebSayfaNo=1009

created. This new sector constitutes 65% of the world's total national product and is the source for new employment opportunities.
I believe that this fact carries great importance for Turkey. The biggest problem that Turkey will face in the next 10 years is realizing
an “employment-friendly development” and providing fruitful new job opportunies to unemployed youth today as well as the 4
million newcomers that will cross over from being a student to working.
NH: Are there any examples regarding the point we have reached today?
ÜK: The most realistic and beneficial cooperation that could be realized among developing countries would be to draw upon the
lessons, experiences and good practices from the Republic of South Korea, Malaysia, Taiwan, Singapore, India and China all of
which have been very successful in the information age revolution. This also applies for our country that aims to become a full
member of the European Union. For example, Ireland was one of the poorest countries in Europe 20 years ago but following its
implementation of its education system based on new technologies as a “national development strategy” it is now the fastest
developing country in the EU. During this process, the national income per capita of Ireland tripled. Due to unemployment rates,
Ireland was one of the countries that exported the most people, today however it has become a country that exports high
technology products. Employment opportunities have increased 70% and more than 2 million people were given new and
profitable job opportunities.
Another country that could be set as an example is the Republic of South Korea. In 1965 Turkey's national income per capita was
350 dollars a year whereas South Korea's was 107 dollars a year. But because South Korea followed a development strategy
based on education and new technologies like Ireland, this figure rose to 17 thousand 380 dollars in 2005. South korea was on
the 5th place according to UNDP's 2005 Success in Technology Index while Turkey ranked 120th. Again according to this index,
South Korea invested 2.5% of its national income for research and development purposes while Turkey only spent 0.7% of its
national income on research and development. In South Korea 68 people out of a 100 make use of the internet while this figure in
Turkey is only 8. The same year South Korea had 633 patents while Turkey only had 1 patent. However, despite these negative
data, a very important opportunities window can open for Turkey in the next 10-15 years. In this process, a large proportion of
Turkey's population will grow out from being a “child” to being youth who are “eligible to work” whereas in Europe the young
generation will fall to its lowest level. If Turkey applies “Information Age Development Strategy with a Human Focus” to its national
policy in this time period, it can become one of the important centres of the EU's service economy. But this is only dependant on us
gearing up our youth with European languages and information technologies.
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